


• 29.6% led by women 98.3% 
micro enterprises less than 17% export

tend to be smaller less profitable
operating in less profitable sectors necessity-based
informal limited to domestic market risk-averse

processed food, textiles & clothing, handicrafts, among others; 
major markets are Europe, US 



• Socially ascribed gender roles 

time poverty, higher reservation 
wages, financially dependent, trapped in low value activities 

• Capabilities

• Access to resources and opportunities

• Security



difficulty accessing information
changes in regulations

• Challenges in scaling business establishing new 
business contacts productivity
quality

limited access to credit collateral
appear risk-averse

transport charges
less bargaining power 



no accredited 
laboratories lack of digital payment 
network

less female presence 
policy making 

more care burden; limited 
network; fear of sexual and physical violence, among others



conscious efforts 
women’s participation and representation 

mobilize 
govt. orgs, business chambers, civil society

ecommerce, paperless trade 

accredited testing laboratories, storage etc

• Undertake ex-ante gender assessment 




